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The outlines are put in the form of a score card under the four heads excellent, 
good, fair, and poor. The person examining the texts should check the items in the 
appropriate columns. At the end of the examination he is in a position to find which 
text scores highest. If one wishes, in addition, it is possible to weight the diflferent 
elements. For example, it might be decided that a total of 1,000 points be given to 
a text. The headings might be considered: I, 50; II, 250; III, 600; IV, 100. The 
various subheads in each case could be assigned a score according to one's judgment 
of their relative values. The relative weight would depend wholly upon personal 
opinion. There would be no particular objection to the plan if one feels bis choice 
would be better [pp. 76-77]. 

The outline for the general scale consists of four principal divisions, namely, 
publication, mechanical construction, content, and use. Under these four 
headings there are some sixty-five subheadings. The plan is that a rating 
shall be given upon each of these qualities, the purpose being "to find which 
text scores highest." 

The weakness of the scheme consists in the fact that there is no attempt to 
give a quantitative measure of the various qualities by which their relative 
weight may be determined. For example, the quality of the "cover decora- 
tion" is placed upon the same level with the "organization" of the book or 
the "treatment of topics in proportion to their importance." After the scale 
has been carefully filled out, the person selecting the textbook finds that he 
has the ratings of excellent, good, fair, or poor upon sixty-five different factors; 
but he is left entirely to his own judgment as to how the various scores should 
be balanced. As it stands, the outline is merely a tentative proposal of an 
evaluating scale, with all of the work of standardizing its elements still to be 
done. As long as the relative weight of the single factors depends wholly 
upon personal opinion the outline contributes little. It would be possible, by 
measuring a large number of books of known value, to assign to each factor 
quantitative scores based upon actual experiment. 

The general discussion in the book is well organized and presents some 
very significant problems. The analysis of standards of selection is excellent. 
But the outline scales for the evaluation of texts have not yet arrived. 

G. T. B. 



Development of public education. — One of the most illuminating and 
practical fields of study in education is that of the development of public 
education in the United States. The educational world in general needs to 
know more about the struggles through which different parts of the country 
have passed in order to appreciate the problems which now are most urgent 
and essential to solve. The problems involved in the development of a 
national system of education cannot be understood without an understanding 
of the local or state problems of education. It was to make a contribution 
to this body of information concerning the development of education in the 
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South that Mr. Weathersby prepared his book.' The particular need that the 
author wished to meet is very well stated in the Preface. 

In histories of education in the United States the southwest for the most part 
has been ignored. The historian sometimes has ascertained a few facts as to the 
educational history of Virginia and the Carolinas and has generalized from these for 
his statements as to the history of education in the southern states. The question 
may well be raised whether the educational history of Virginia and North Carolina 
applies to the states of Alabama, Mississippi, Arkansas, and Louisiana with any 
greater degree of accuracy than the stories of the historical development of New 
England and New York apply to the states of Ohio, Illinois, and Indiana. In the 
hope that he might supply some definite data toward the answer to this question, the 
author has undertaken this study of educational legislation in Mississippi prior to the 
Civil War [p. v]. 

Mr. Weathersby traces the early influences affecting the educational 
legislation and the general tendencies and characteristics of educational legisla- 
tion in Mississippi before i860. He gives the educational beginnings in 
elementary, secondary, and higher fields of educational organization. Ele- 
mentary education from 1817 to i860 is given very thorough treatment, showing 
the development of public support for the common schools. An interesting 
account is given of the development of the secondary schools during this same 
period. The account of the struggle to develop a state university is the story 
of a gradual conviction that higher education is a function of the state. Chap- 
ters viii and ix give a clear account of the development of the idea that the 
state should not only organize and support general educational facilities, but 
also provide for the education of special classes and for special purposes. 
Chapter x gives an interesting and instructive account of the development of 
administration and supervision of schools and the certification of teachers. 
Chapter xi gives a clear analysis of the long struggle to develop the financial 
support of schools to the point where the carrying on of public education would 
cease to be a hazardous undertaking. Appendixes A and B give comprehensive 
material on educational legislation. 

Mr. Weathersby has undoubtedly realized his hope of supplying data 
toward the answer to the question quoted from the Preface. He has set forth 
the facts so clearly and comprehensively that he has given a thorough basis for 
comparative studies of educational legislation. Any student of education who 
reads Mr. Weathersby's analysis of the educational developments in Mississippi 
will get a new conception of the South, and he will get an appreciation of the 
particular difficulties inherent in the present educational conditions 
in Mississippi. 

H. W. NUTT 

' William Heningxon Weathersby, A History of Educational Legislation in 
Mississippi from lygS to i860. " Supplementary Educational Monographs, " Vol. Ill, 
No. 4. Chicago: Department of Education, University of Chicago, 1921. Pp. 
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